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on other grounds, for unless a child enters school young
he has little chance, even if he has the ability, of going on
to places of secondary or higher education.
If the more generous provision of free places, together
with a lowering of the age of entry, did have the effect
which might be expected, of encouraging more parents to
keep their children longer at school, one immediate good
result would be the more economical use of teachers. With
teachers in short supply and educational facilities at
present so very restricted, it is obviously desirable that
every teacher, and especially the better qualified teachers
in the higher classes, should be fully used. In fact, how-
ever, while the lowest classes in the primary schools are
full, and sometimes badly overcrowded, in the higher
classes, especially of the secondary schools, the numbers
drop, and it is not uncommon for some of the best quali-
fied teachers in these classes to be teaching only ten pupils.
Action to get children to stay longer at school does not
solve the whole problem. For example, irregular atten-
dance of children is common in most day schools, and in
many territories attendances average only 70 per cent.
While this continues schools cannot work efficiently. It is
often due more to the attitude of the parents than to
deliberate truancy on the part of the children. The illiterate
parent in particular may have little or no idea of what goes
on inside the classrooi$, and of how each day's lessons
need for their proper understanding the groundwork of
knowledge already provided by previous work. Thus chil-
dren may be kept from school to help on the farm, to be
taken on a visit to see relations, or for some other purpose,
without the parent ever realizing the effect of casual
absence on his child's progress. A very great deal can be
done to solve this problem if there is close contact between
according to age, or by making government grants to aided schools
dependent on the enforcement of an age limit for entry into the lowest
class.